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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1956. 


TO  THE  CHAIRl'IAN  ANP  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BILLINGE-ANP-Yi/INSTANLEY  URBAN  PISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twenty-fifth  Annual  Report, 
incorporating  the  eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  your  district 
in  1956. 


SECTION  Ao 

STATISTICS  ANP  SCCIiOi  CONPITION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres  4,596 
Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

resident  population  mid  1956  6,000 
Rateable  Value  £47,448 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £184 


The  district  is  rapidly  assuming  a more  suburban  and  resi- 
dential character.  Situated  between  two  expanding  towns  and 
provided  v/ith  excellent  travel  facilities  this  is  inevitable. 
Private  building  continues  apace  with  the  influoc  of  people 
substantially  engaged  in  the  towns  whence  they  have  come. 
Another  new  large  private  estate  is  in  the  initial  stage  of 
development  in  Billinge  Chapel  End.  Incidental  to  this  there 
would  appear  to  be  excellent  prospects  for  local  shops  and 
tradespeople  generally.  It  is  sin?prising  therefore  that  the 
locality  still  lacks  such  amenities  as  a butchers  establish- 
ment, a fruit  and  vegetable  shop,  and,  most  essential  of  all, 
a pharmacy. 

Local  employment  continues  to  be  found  in  brick  and  terra 
cotta- manufacture,  stone  quarrying  and  agriculture,  aid  thou^ 
coal  mining  also  absorbs  a portion  in  the  district,  for  the 
most  part  those  so  occupied  now  travel  outside.  Opencast 
production  is  still  a prominent  feature.  The  Cotton  Mills, 
Engineering  Works,  Offices  and  Shops  in  adjacent  tovmships 
attract  a large  section  of  the  female  population.  Unemployment 


is  minimal. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

79 

44 

55 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

1 

81 

45 

56 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (continued) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  of  the  district. 


crude  13*5 
adjusted  14,5 


Other  live  birth  statistics  introduced  for  the  purpose 
of  comparison. 


Live  births  in  district  during  1956 
Live  birth  rate  for  1956 


Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
in  1956 


Total 

74 


Male 

57 


Female 

57 


crude  12.5 
adjusted  13.2 


15.7 


Still  Births.  Total 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  in 
England  and  Wales. 


Male  Female 
2 

- 24.0 

- 23.0 


Deaths . 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population 


Total 

221 


Male 

Female 

117 

104 

c rude 

36.8 

adjusted 

12.9 

11.7 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1956  - 

It  must  again  be  observed  that  the  figures  relative  to  the 
deaths  are  distorted  beyond  local  significance  by  the  inclusion 
of  the  deaths  of  chronic  sick  from  Billinge  Hospital. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes. 
Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis, 
Other  maternal  causes. 


Deaths  Death  rate  Per 

1.000  total  live 

and  still  births 


Nil.  Nil. 

Nil.  Nil. 


Death  rate  of  infants  imder  one  year  of  age. 

Total  Male  Female 

Death  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Legi-timate  4 2 2 

Illegitimate  - - 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  - 49 

Number  of  infantile  deaths  per  1,000  live 
births  in  England  and  Wales  in  1956  - 2.3 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  a^e  (contin-aed) 

Total  BJale  Female 

Deaths  from  T/Vhooping  Cough  (all  ages)  - _ - 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (rjider  2 years  of 

age).  _ _ _ 

Neo-Natal  Mortality.  Total  B^'Iale  Female 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Legitimate  2 2- 

Illegitimate  - - - 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 25 

B;Iortality  rate  in  England  and  Wales  - 16.9 

Respiratory  Tiaberculosis . 

Mortality  rate  - Nil. 

SECTION  B, 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  specimens  submitted  to  Wigan  Infirmary 

Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  at 
Liverpool  City  Laboratories.  Number  of  samples 
- taken  - Throe. 

Chemical  Analysis  carried  out  at  the  Liverpool 
City  Laboratories.  Number  of  samples  taken  - 
Nil. 

(b)  imibulance  Facilities. 

The  County  Authority  now  responsible  for  the 
Ambulance  facilities  maintains  an  exceedingly 
efficient  service,  controlled  through  the  centre 
at  Hindley.  The  telephone  number  is  Wigan  55151 « 

(c ) Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Excellent  work  continues  to  be  done  by  the  District 
Nurses,  under  the  direction  of  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  liaison  with 
the  medical  practitioners  is  most  effectively 
maintained  and  duly  appreciated.  An  auxiliary 
scheme  to  the  benefit  of  the  elderly  has  been 
operating  since  1955  under  the  direction  of  the 
Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee.  This  voluntary 
organisation  supported  by  charitable  contributions 
and  efforts,  and  sustained  by  the  active  partici- 
pation of  the  local  district  nurse  (Nurse 
Worthington)  has  been  promoting  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  old  folk  in  many  different  ways. 

A chiropody  service  is  one  feature  widely 
appreciated;  an  Annual  Holiday  by  the  sea  another 
arrangement  increasingly  popular.  Other  plans 
envisaged  depend  on  the  extent  of  public  support. 
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(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  No  chang^e. 
( ® ) Hospitals , 


The  all  embracing  provisions  of  the  National 
Health  Scheme  continued  to  extend  the  scope  of 
hospitals  available  to  local  patients.  Never- 
theless, the  majority  receive  their  treatment, 
v;hether  as  in-patients  or  out-patients,  at  one 
of  the  hospitals  in  the  Wigan  and  Leigh  Group. 

A minority  go  to  the  St..  Helens  Hospitals. 
Special  cases  have  treatment  in  Manchester  or 
Liverpool  Hospitals.  Infectious  cases  requiring 
hospital  isolation  are  usually  transported  to 
W.ellej, 


SECTION  C. 


SAI^ITARY  CIRCUMSTArTCES  OE  THE  idlEA:- 


(1) 


Water . 

Water  consujned  and  supplied  during  19^6  is  detailed 


below  with  the  figures  for 

the  precedi: 

ag  year 

"Water  Supplied  to  District 

mi 

19^ 

Liverpool 

54,694,000 

gallons 

53,631,000  gallons 

Wigan 

10,480,000 

gallons 

9,650,000 

gallons 

Cob  Moor 

259,000 

gallons 

NIL. 

Hi^er  Tunnel 

21 , 000 

gallons 

23,000 

gallons 

65,454,000 

gallons 

63,3CX^,000 

gallons 

Average  daily  cons-'umption 
of  district 

179,300 

gallons 

173,^33 

gallons 

Average  daily  consumption 
per  individual 

30.2 

gallons 

28.9 

gallons 

Average  daily  supply  from 
Liverpool 

149,800 

gallons 

146,930 

gallons 

Average  daily  supply  from 
Wigan. 

26,^'r40 

gallons 

There  was  neither  curtailment  nor  restriction  of  the  use  of 
water  during  the  year.  It  is  gratifying  to  note,  considering  the 
building  development  proceeding,  that  the  consumption  fig’jjces 
represent  an  actual  reduction  on  those  of  the  previous  year.  Ho 
doubt  the  unusually  wet  summer  was  a factor  but  some  credit  must 
also  be  due  to  economies  effected.  One  of  the  measures  intro- 
duced was  the  fixing  of  meters  at  farms  and  other  places  using 
larger  quantities.  Vi^e  managed  thus  to  heep  within  tne  quotas 
stinulated  in  the  agreements,  not  exceeding  150,000  gallons  per 
day" from  Liverpool  and  10,000  - 50,000  gallons  per  day  as  avail- 
able from  7\^igan.  The  bacteriologist's  report  on  three  occasions 
confirmed  a higli  standard  of  purity.  The  Cob  Moor  sO'Orce  though 
not  utilised  fulfilled  its  purpose  as  a contingincy  reserve 
containing  two  to  three  weeks  supnly. 
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( 2 ) ^rai^a-R-e  aziO.  Sewerage 

The  Ministry’s  investigation  and  ultimate  sanction  to 
■oroceed  with"  the  construction  of  modern  sewage  treatment  plants 
Stither  end  of  the  district  constituted  the  paxanornt  advance 
of  SrvL?  A prompt  start  was  made  at  the  Chapel  Ehid  Sx^  and 

tenders^have  been  invited 

radical  changes  cannot  be  achieved  too  soon.  Conditions  a e 
nL  absolutely  intolerable  with  swamps  of  crude  sewage  percolating 
directly  into  boimdary  streams  choked  with  sludge.  Tiie  isolate 
sLll  himb"let  at  Kings  Moss  will  still  present  a separate  problem. 
Here  however  a modified  septic  tanlc  system  has  been  suggested 
vhich  should  meet  the  requirements  satisfactorily  yer  inexpensive  y. 
iif^-two  ht.tes  were  collected  to  the  Sewerage  dvrxns  rhe  year. 

( 3 ) Rivers  _and.  Streams c 

There  is  no  industrial  pollution  of  any 
the  district.  The  contamination  from  the  sewage  fit^lds  reier 
to  above  should  soon  be  finally  eliminated. 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 


Sixteen  privy  closets  were  converted  to  .hC  ^ 
year.  In  a total  nimber  of  more  that  230  extant,  uhis  seems 
trifling,  but  hitherto  the  reduction  in  privy  closeus  nao 
Smost  litirely  depended  on  the  rate  of  f 
Council  contributing  £7-  towards 

Now  the  Slum  Clearance  Programmes  will  also  account  lor  a. 

St:^y"?orsftr^o!^o^"rSrhdrthe^ 

system  and  permit  offensive  privy  conditiono  to  remain  a^ 
general  nuisance. 


Closet  Accommodation  at  the  end_of_ ,1,9 3 O.,?, 


No.  of 
No.  of 
No.  of 
No.  of 
No.  of 
No.  of 
No.  of 
No.  of 


Privy  Middens 

closets  attached  to  these  middens 
pail  closets  _ _ . 

drjT'  ashpits  (excluding  middens; 
moveable  ashbins 

houses  on  water  carriage  system 
fresh  wnter  closets 
waste  water  closets 


171 

2^3 

4 

2 

1,361 

1,516 

1,828 

Nil. 


(5)  Pu-blic  Cleansing.,. 

Refuse.  Collection c 
The  collection  and  disposal  of 

j Bxblic  Health  Officer  ran  smoothly  thr oa^i out  ^ uhe  year 

A nevj  refuse  vehicle  was  obtained  during  y®y®®^_y'yQia‘'the 
collection  of  refuse  from  bins  was  hai.  of 

Holiday  period.  Eefuse  continues  to  be  4^4^14^03 

Orrell  Brick  and  Tile  Works  where  there  is  still  a c,  g 

of  land  to  be  reclaimed. 

As  alv/ays  the  clearing  of  privy  P°^pj:^^"?pi^pealise 

require  the  most  stringent  ^apervision, 
th4  many  of  these  privy  middens  are  a 
danger  to  health,  due  to  their  position  and  condition. 
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( 5 ) Public  Cleai'ising;  (C ont inue d ) 

Refuse  Collection > 

Without  doubt  the  greatest  difficulty  encountered  during 
the  year  with  regard  to  refuse  collection  was  the  hiring  of 
laboun.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  a full  teaiii  was  mediitained 
and  although  nany  applications  were  made  to  the  Council  for 
employment  the  majority  of  them  were  reluctant  to  t aclile  this 
hard  laborious  -work.  It  seems  that  before  long  ertra 
remmieration  will  be  necessary  to  indune  men  to  undertake  this 
class  of  work. 

(6)  Shoos . 

Your  Public  Health  Inspector  again  acted  as  Shops 
Inspector  on  behalf  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  Every 
shop  in  the  District  was  inspected  at  least  twdce  during  the 
year.  Nujnerous  complaints  from  traders  were  received  alleging 
that  other  traders  were  not  complying  with  the  First  and  Fifth 
Schedules  of  the  Shops  Act  1955 • ®ie  First  Schedule  deals 
with  the  provisions  as  to  half-day  closing  and  each  shop  was 
visited  and  given  a detailed  list  of  the  goods  they  were 
allowed  to  sell  on  their  half-day  closing.  Under  the  Fifth 
Schedule,  wkich  deals  with  customers  being  served  on  Sundays, 
Shops  were  again  visited  and  given  a similar  list,  and 
observations  were  kept  on  three  Sundays.  It  was  necessary  for 
me  to  issue  a caution  to  one  shopkeeper  and  report  the  matter 
to  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

With  regrnd  to  the  ventilation,  temperatune  aud  sonitary 
condition  of  the  shops,  they  were  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory.  As  is  custom.ary,  the  usual  reports  of  the 
Inspector’s  visits  were  recorded  and  forwarded  to  the  County 
Council. 

( 7 ) Food  Hygiene  Regiglations . 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  came  into  force  during 
the  year.  These  regulations  deal  with  the  sanitary  accommo- 
dation, and  washing  facilities  provided  for  persons  engaged 
in  the  handling  of  food,  and  with  the  general  storage  of 
food  prior  to  sale.  Every  shop  was  visited  and  a detailed 
inspection  made  and  a complete  record  compiled  of  the 
premises.  Generally  the  standard  was  reasonably  high  but 
several  shops  w'ere  found  to  be  below  the  standard  required. 

The  most  prominent  defects  were,  the  lack  of  adequate 
provision  for  storage  of  food,  and  lack  of  provision  of  sinks 
and  hot  water  for  the  use  of  the  staff.  The  owners  and 
occupiers  were  notified  in  each  instance,  requesting  the 
necessarjT-  works  to  be  done. 

The  Branch  of  the  St.  Helens  Co-operative  Society 
situated  in  Main  Street  was  enlarged  and  modernised.  It^w’as 
converted  to  a self-service  store,  and  the  conditions  existing 
there  both  for  customers  and  staff  are  ideal. 

(8)  Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  5 factory  and  w/orks  chimneys  in  the  district ^ 
and  12  observations  were  made  during  the  year.  The  time  limit 
for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  is  two  minutes  in  the  houn. 

No  infringement  was  observed  duning  the  year. 

(9)  Swimminp;  Baths  and  Pools 

No  public  swimming  baths  in  the  district.^  One  private 
swimming  bath  recently  constructed  is  well  maintained. 
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(10)  Eradication  of  Bed.  Bug:s. 

The  routine  disinfestation  of  the  household  goods  of ^ those 
transferring  to  nev;  Council  Houses  is  not  a pracbice  in  txiis 
district.  The  Coujicil’s  resolution  vdll  only  permit  disinfes- 
tation v;here  the  need  is  patent.  No  such  instance  ^'‘Ose_in  the 
year.  The  method  em.ployed  where  necessary  is  spraying  v.ith 
insecticide  and  fumigation  with  sulphuj?. 


(11)  Schools 

Hie  4 schools  in  the  district  are  all  supplied  with^a 
piped  water  supply  from  the  public  mains,  and  adequate  toilet 
facilities.  Some  reconstruction  of  lavatorq^  accommodarion  is 
contemplated  at  the  Parish  Church  Schools.  The  general  nealuh 
of  the  pupils  continued  satisfactory,  and  attendance  iigi-res 
were  well  maintained. 


( 12 )  Offensive  Trades . 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 
( 15 ) Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 


( 1^  ) Canal  .Bgaiys . 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 


SECTION 


HoP-sing. 

The  20  houses  on  the  Cob  Moor  Estate  still  benefit bing_ 
from  the  former  subsidy  provisions  were  completed  and  occupied. 
These  were  allocated  almost  exclusively  to  applicanus  in 
lodgings.  By  the  operation  of  the  points  scheme,  If  cases  oi 

overcrowding  were  thereby  relieved,  involving  95  *-noT'c;n-ns 

Nevertheless  17  applications  from  lodgers  comprising  101  person 
in  overcrowded  conditions  as  well  as  24  applications 
householders,  involving  117  persons,  still  remained  on^the 
files.  Some  of  the  latter  may  come  within  the  scope_  oi  the 
Slum  Clearance  considerations,  but  -otherwise  none  caii  now  De 
relieved  either  so  promptly  or  so  cheaply.  All  nave  . 

acquainted  with  the  changed  situation,  and  consul ue  . a^^^  ^ 

interest  in  consequence,  and  55  ^ave  accepted  txie  new^uex^, 
entailing  rentals  approximating  to  £2.  10s.  Od.  a we^.--.  inis 
surprising  development  remains  a problem  lor  lutuxe  Cojj-icii 
policy.  Eor  the  present  Slum  Clearance  is  perforce  tne  sole 
objective.  In  this  respect  attention  has  been  focussed  ma  i j 
onAhe  Fair  View  Area.  Here  little  d^iiculty  was  encountered 
V7ith  the  owners  in  the  proceedings  uiider  Secoion  ^ 

Housi-og  Act  1956  and  the  larger  family  units  nave  already  been 
trShlrrh.  Some  trouble  is  anticipated  however  in,  one^or 
two  instances,  where  the  ten-ants  involved  are 
rentals  obtaining  in  the  nev  houses.  This  could  be  reooyed 
by  some  form  of  equalisation  of  Coijncil  centals  generally. 

Bu*  the  Council  recognises  that  this  would  create  ires 
plexities  as  each  batch  of  new  houses  is 

rentals  approximating  to  £2.  a we^  ° V-"^°’^2®y4n-4de  for  the 
of  many  family  budgets.  F-arther  housing  pl^s  F riots 

completion  of  the  Cob  Moor  Site  by  the  erection  tit 

(12  two  bedroomed  flats,  and  4 one  bedroomed  flats)  , 
extension  of  the  Claremont  Estate  by  the  addition  oi  24  ilats, 
Cl2  tv;o  bedroomed  flats  and  12  one  bedroomed  flats). 
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Statistic _s_.^ 

Nuiuber  of  nev;  liou.ses  erected  during  the  year;- 


(1) 

By  the  local  Authority 

- 

20 

(2) 

By  other 

local  Authorities 

- 

- 

(3) 

By  other 

bodies  or  persons 

— 

32 

Ins'Pection  of  d7;ellins  houses  during:  the  year  i - 

Ca;  Total  iiujiiDer  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  formally  or  informally 
for  housing  defects  (mider 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts).  82 

(b)  Humber  of  inspections,  formal 

or  informal  made  for  the  purpose  15 1 

(2)  Dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of 
being  rendered  fit. 


(a) 

Number  found  during  year 

6 

(b) 

Number  (or  estimated  number)  at  end  • 
of  year 

395 

(3)  Hmaber  of  dw;elling  houses  fo^Jind  duning  the 
year  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  but  capable  of 
being  rendered  fit.  76 

Clearance  Areas  (housing  Act  1936.  and  Housing  Ronairs  ^-d 
Rents  Act  1954 i - 


(1)  No.  of  dvvelling  houses  demolished  during  year! 


(a) 

"Unfit  houses 

Nil. 

(b) 

Other  houses  - 

Nil. 

(2) 

Number  of 

persons  displaced  - 

Nil. 

Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas:- 

House.s  Persons 
Pi sr laced 

(1)  Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  year. 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1956  - 

(1)  Demolished  as  a result  of 
fornial  or  informal  proced^ure 

(section  11)  1 2 

(2)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an 
ujidertaking  given  by  owners 
under  Section  11  and  still 

in  force.  2 6 

(5)  Parts  of  building  closed 

(Section  12)  - 

(b)  Housing  Act,  19A-9  - 

(1)  Closed  as  a result  of 
closing  orders  under 
Section  3 (1)  and  3 (2)  - “ 
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Housing;  (Continued) 

Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas;- 


House s 


Displaced 


(1),  Houses  demolished  or  closed  drx-ing  yean 

(c)  Local  CTOvernment  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1955* 


(1)  Closed  as  a result  or  closing 
orders  ijnder  Sections  10  (1) 
ajid  11  (2) 


(2) 


Repairs  during  the  year; 

(a)  ^uiifit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in 
Y\/hich  defects  Yv’ere  remediod  duxing^the 
period  as  a resuHt  of  informal  art ion 
by  the  local  authority  under  the 
Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts 


Hp,«  of 
Houses 


14 


(b)  Public  Health  Acts  - action  after  service 
of  formal  notice  - Houses  in  vliich  deiecGS 
were  remedied 


(1)  By  ovmers 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

ovmers  ... 


(c)  Housing  Act,  1956  - action  after  service 
of  formal  notice  (sections  9?  10,11  ano. 
16)^  Houses  made  fit;- 


(1)  By  ovners 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
ovniers 


(d)  Housing  Repair  and  Rents  Act,  195^; 

Housgs  reconstructed,  enlarged  or 
improved  and  Demolition  Orders 
revoked  (Section  5) 


Unfit  houses  in. j-ym-pn-r^ry  use  (HomsinK_R^-iim-.aa;^^.^^ 
Act.  IO^ST 


(1) 

(2) 


No.  of  houses  at  end  of  year  ret.eined  for 
temporoxy  accommodation  and  approved  tor 
grant  axider  Section  ?• 

No.  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  (1) 
above 


(5)  No.  of  houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for 
temporary  occupation  (Section  b,) 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Sp.pply. 

The  number  of  cows  kept  in  the  area  continues  to  rise  due 
to  the  turning  of  the  farms  from  arable  to  pasture  farming 
through  opencast  mining  operations.  Dealers  Licences  were 
issued  in  respect  of  p suppliers  of  Sterilised  Milk, 

3 suppliers  of  Tiaberculin  Tested  Milk  and  3 suppliers  of 
Pasteurised  Milk.  The  Sampling  Officer  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  visited  the  area  on  numerous  occasions  to  take  samples 
re  I the  quality  of  milk,  but  on  no  occasion  v/as  it  necessary  to 
take  legal  action. 

(h)  Meat  and  other  foods. 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  within  the  district.  All  shops, 
stalls  and  vehicles  where  food  is  prepared,  were  inspected  but 
no  cause  for  complaint  was  found,  and  no  infectious  disease  v/as 
reported  in  connection  v/ith  persons  dealing  mth  such  food. 

'The  inspection  of  locally  slaughtered  animals  is  the  duty  of 
the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

During  the  year  only  one  notification  was  received  relative 
to  the  slaughter  of  Cottage  Pigs,  as  against  seven  in  1933  cind 
nineteen  in  193^*  Im  ^ly  opinion  this  is  all  to  the  good,  owing 
to  the  lack  of  adequately  equipped  slaughter  houses.  The  trend 
has  been  for  some  time,  for  pig-keepers  to  forward  their  stock 
for  slaughter  to  V/igan  and  St.  Helens  Abattoirs, 

The  following  is  a list  of  food  condemned  during  1956 i - 


Number  of  tins 


Ocmmodi'tp/ 


10 

7 
9 
2 

8 
4 

3 

8 

3 
2 
1 

4 
13 

8 

3 

3 
2 

4 
3 


Corned  Beef 
Tongue 

Stewed  Steak 
Pork  Roll 
Tomatoes 
Lujicheon  Meat 

Condensed  Milk 
Evaporated  Milk 
Coronation  Milk 
Pravms 

Tinned  Fruit 
Pears 

Pineapples 
•Apricots 
Peaches 
Grapefruit 
Rice  Padding 
Vegetable  Soup 


An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  from  Up  Holland 
Grammar  School  on  December  13th  1956.  Symptoms  were  vomiting, 
diarrhoea  and  prostration,  from  which  recovery  was  complete  in 
a fev/  hours.  On  investigation  samples  of  meat  consumed  at  the 
School  Canteen  on  December  12th  1956,  were_ found  to  be^contami- 
nated  with  Staphylococcus  I^ogenes,  and  this  yyas  neld 
responsible.  The  matter  V\/as  referred  to  the  Manchesier  Healtn 
Authority,  from  whose  area  the  supply  came. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  diseases ; - 

There  was  no  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
year.  Notifications  were  extremely  sc^anty  and  isolated.  Diph- 
theria'remained  conspicuously  absent,  and  we  can  now  record  a 
decade  without  a single  case,  surely  adequate  testimony  to  the 
efficiency  of  immunisation.  During  the  year  66  pre-school 
children  and  one  school  child  received  the  initial  prophylactic 
course,  whilst  98  children  w'ere  given  the  secondony  reinforcing 
injection.  Generally  now  the  children  receive  the  triple  vaccine 
couxse  rendering  them  simultaneously  immune  to  Vdio oping  Cough 
and  Tetanus  as  well.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  67  pre-school 
children  were  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  in  this  way.  A 
few  immunisations  against  poliomyelitis  were  undertaken  in  the 
preliminary  stage  of  the  National  Campaign. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  th.an  Taberculosis)  PTTPING  THE 
iTOf  ~ ’ T9~56  (aNtER  "C  OHREC  T1  QNS)  o 


DISINFECTIOI.  after  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  method  employed  wdth  regard  to  premises  was  fuiTiigation 
with  formaldehyde  gas.  Eight  houses  were  so  treated.  Fomites 
are  disinfested  in  the  autoclave  by  steam. 

Tuberculosis . 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Pablic  Health  (prevention 
of  Paberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1938  (relating  to  the  com- 
pulsory removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  xrom  tuber 
culosis.  The  notification  of  tuberculosis  in _ the  area 
efficient,  there  being  no  instance  of  non-notified  tuberculosis 
death. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  - NEW  QA3E3  MD  i.'IORT/lLITY  DURING  I956. 


NEW  CASES 

li 

‘ ■ ' 

DEATHS. 

AGS 

PERIODS 

Res; 

;^iratory 

Non-Re spir at ory 

[ Respiratory^ 

Non  Respiratory 

M 

E 

M 

E 

M ! E 

1 

M 

E 
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1 

14 
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- 

- 

1 
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1 
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1 

20 
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25 
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- 
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45 

1 
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55 
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— 

up-v.-ards . 

■ j 



nOTAT/S 

» 1 

1 i 

1 

- /■ 

\...i  . 

“ / 

\ - 
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2 
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i 

J 

..  . 

- . •.  - 

Eactories  aiid  vVorkshops » 

There  was  no  offence  under  the  Eactorr^'  Act  1957  during  the_ 
year  under  reviev:.  The  Public  Health  Incpcctor,  ‘v.'orhixig  in  liaison 
v.ith  H.Mo  Inspector  of  Eactories,  naintained  effective_  supervision 
of  local  factories  and  v.orkshops  from  the  Pablic  Healtn  aspect. 

The  folio-  ing  is  a list  of  the  factories  and  workshops 
operating  in  the  district  1956 


Collieries  ^ 

Opencast  Ivlining  Plant  5 

St  one  Qu  ar  r i e s 2 

Boot  Sc  Clog  Repairing  2 

Brick-.-.orks  2 

Joinery  ^ 


Government  Radar  Station 
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Chief  Sanitary  Reov-irements  of  District. 

1.  Installation  of  Sev;age  Disposal  Vi/orks. 

2.  Angiiient ati on  of  Water  Supply. 

3.  Continuation  of  conversion  of 
privy  middens. 

We  are, 

Your  obedient  servants., 

Jo  So  MATHER 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


Co  mom, 

Public  Health  Insnector. 


f . 
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